Why Christians Should Not Love The World
I John 2:15-17

Introduction:

I. Because of What the World Is
A. The Characterization of the “World” 

the order of things

Cosmetics = bringing order out of chaos.

1. What it is not:
Not the world of creation.

God created it - Genesis 1:1

He pronounced it good - 1:31

Not the world of mankind.

God loves that world - John 3:16

2. What it is:
Is the world of sin and evil - where Satan dominates.
Example: The wide world of sports - where sports dominate.

3. How it works:
It is so constructed as to draw believers away from the living God. It appeals to desires which are used properly elsewhere. 

I.e.: sex in marriage.

No believer is impervious to it’s temptations.
B. The Content of the World

Satan’s Strategy


1.  Lusts of the flesh – The things that the flesh desires.

a. Illicit physical activity

b. Immorality in all it’s forms

c. Other physical excesses - Drunkenness and gluttony tobacco and drugs.

2.  Lusts of the eyes - Whatever is physically appealing, but is not properly ours to desire or obtain.
That sinful desire is called covetousness – The tenth Commandment.

Anything, which when seen, is wrongfully desired; Also called materialism.
3.  Pride of life - One who boasts about his possessions or accomplishments.
ἀλαζονεία - arrogance or pretentiousness
βίου – outward features and manifestations of life.
It has little to do with how much or how little one has.

Do you possess the things or do the things possess you?


Pride covers many areas:
1. Pride of Grace

2. Pride of  lace
3. Pride of face

4. Pride of race

C. Considerations about the World

1. The core elements are not totally distinct - i.e.: a man covets another man’s wife

a. Her visual appearance appeals to his eyes (Lust of the eyes)

b. He has a physical attraction for her (Lust of the flesh)

c. He boasts of his conquest (pride of life)

2. Generally they can be age –related

a. Lusts of the flesh – younger group

b. Lusts of the eyes – Middle aged

c. Pride of life – Older group

3. A tendency to consider some worse than others.

Which is worse:

Fornication or covetousness

Adultery or jealousy

Be careful, while we are fighting against immorality at the door, materialism can sneak in the window.
II. Because of What the World Does

A. It Makes it Impossible to Love the Father  - 2:15a

Some teach here that if you love the world,

Either: 1. You never were a Christian or,

           2. You cease to be a Christian.
First- where does it say that you have to love God in order to have eternal life?



“Jesus loves me” (3rd stanza)



“If I love Him when I die…”

Second, the term “love of the Father” can refer to: 

“my love for him” or “his love for me”.
The Context calls for “my love for Him”.
If I love the world, I cannot love God.
Jesus said, “No man can love 2 masters” - Luke 16.13

James said, “Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God - James 4:4

We simply can’t love the world and God at the same time.
B. It Makes it Impossible to Keep God’s Commandments.

1. If you are driven by the lusts of the flesh, to commit fornication, you can’t keep the command not to defraud your brother - I Thessalonians 4:3-6.
2.  If you are controlled by the lust of the eyes, you can’t keep the commandment “Thou shall not covet”.

3. If you are filled with pride, you can’t obey the commandment to imitate Christ - Philippians 2:3-5


[ I. What it is…    II. What it does… ]
III. Because of Where the World Goes 

A. The World of Satan Is Passing Away

Not only is the world at odds with God, it is also transient.

In verse 8 John says that the darkness is passing away and the true light already shines.

So, whether you call it the darkness or the world, it is so temporary as to be utterly unworthy of our longings and desires.

Naturally when the world no longer exists, none of the world’s illicit experiences will continue to exist either. “And the lusts of it” (will also pass away).
But, we don’t have to wait until then. Look at these things now. 
B. The Work of God Abides Forever - (Actually, it is “the one who does the will of God” who abides forever).
We have been introduced to the abiding life. There is a reference to that kind of life here.

The abider walks as Christ walked - 2:6
I John 4:17 Christ-likeness can give us boldness at the Judgment seat of Christ, (I Corinthians 3; II Corinthians 5:10) Where the eternal worth of our earthly life will be assessed.
From that we will receive an enduring recognition as an enduring Christian which will last throughout eternity.

The recognition will outlast the world system

Abraham believed God and was called the friend of God.
David was called “a man after God’s own heart.”

What will your name be?

Example: Revelation 2:17.

”He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden ﻿﻿manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone ﻿﻿a new name written which no one knows except him who receives it.” 
He abides forever is a special relationship with the Jesus. And Jesus calls him/her by this special nickname that no one else knows but the “abider” and Jesus.

Does anyone have a special name for you?

Your father of mother? Your spouse?

Conclusion:

Love not the world.
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The abiding life has benefits here and now;

It also has greater benefits then and there.
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